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Appendix A 

The Letter of Prester John to Emanuel Commemnos (1165)1 
 
 

John, priest by the almighty power of God and the strength of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to his friend Emmanuel, Prince of 

Constantinople, greeting, wishing him health and the continued enjoyment of the Divine 

Favour.  

It hath been reported to our Majesty that thou holdest our Excellency in esteem, 

and that the knowledge of our highness has reached thee. 

 Furthermore we have heard through our secretary that it was thy desire to send us 

some objects of art and interest, to gratify our righteous disposition. Being but human we 

take it in good part, and through our secretary we transmit to thee some of our articles in 

return.  Now it is our desire and we will to know if thou holdest the true faith, and in all 

things adherest to our Lord Jesus Christ, for while we know that we are mortal, people 

regard thee as a god; still we know that thou art mortal, and subject to human infirmities. 

If thou should have any desire to come into the kingdom of our majesty, we will 

place thee in the highest and most dignified position of our household, and thou mayest 

abundantly partake of all that pertains to us.  Shouldst thou desire to return, thou shalt go 

laden with treasures.  If indeed thou desirest to know wherein consists our great power, 

then believe without hesitation, that I, Prester John, who reign supreme, surpass in virtue, 
                                                 

1 Translation by E. Denison Ross from “Prester John and the Empire of Ethiopia,” in Travel and 
Travellers of the Middle Ages, Arthur Percival Newton (ed.), Freeport, NY: Books for Libraries Pres, 1967 
(1926), 175 ff. 
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riches and power all creatures under heaven.  Seventy kings are our tributaries.  I am a 

zealous Christian and universally protect the Christians of our empire, supporting them 

by our alms.  We have determined to visit the Sepulchre of our Lord with a very large 

army, in accordance with the glory of our majesty to humble and chastise the enemies of 

the cross of Christ and to exalt his blessed name. 

Honey flows in our land, and milk everywhere abounds.  In one region there no 

poison exists and no noisy frog croaks, no scorpions are there, and no serpents creeping 

in the grass. 

No venomous reptiles can exist there or use their deadly power.  In one of the 

heathen provinces flows a river called the Indus, which, issuing from Paradise, extends its 

windings by various channels through all the province; and in it are found the emeralds, 

sapphires, carbuncles,2 topazes, chrysolites,3 onyxes, beryls, sardonyxes,4 and many other 

precious stones. 

Between the sandy sea and the aforesaid mountains, is a stone in a plain, of 

incredible medical virtue which cures Christians or Christian candidates of whatever 

infirmities afflict them, in this manner.5  There is in the stone a mussel-shaped cavity, in 

which the water is always four inches deep, and this is kept by two holy and reverend old 

men.  These ask the new-comers whether they are Christians, or do desire to be so, and 

                                                 
2 A red cabachon cut gemstone, especially the red garnet. 
 
3 A pale green mineral better known as olivine to modern readers. 
 
4 A form of banded agate stone often cut and polished as a decorative gem. 
 
5 This section is suggestive of both the fountain of youth, pursued by the likes of Ponce de Leon, 

and also the legend of the elixir of life, a mythical potion sought by alchemists and explorers in a wide 
variety of European, Central Asian, Indian, and Chinese guises.  There are also certain parallels with the 
symbology surrounding the Christian ritual of baptism; see Paul A. Underwood, “The Fountain of Life in 
Manuscripts of the Gospels,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers 5 (1950), 41-138. 
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then if they desire the healing of the whole body, and if the answer is satisfactory, having 

laid aside their clothes they get into the shell; then if their profession is sincere, the water 

begins to increase and rises over their heads; this having taken place three times, the 

water returns to its usual height.  Thus every one who enters, leaves it cured of 

whatsoever disease he had. 

For gold, silver, precious stones, animals of every kind and the number of our 

people, we believe there is not our equal under heaven.  There are no poor among us; we 

receive all strangers and wayfarers; thieves and robbers find no place among us, neither 

adultery nor avarice.  When we go to war, we have carried before us fourteen golden 

crosses ornamented with jewels, in the place of banners, and each of these is followed by 

ten thousand mounted troopers and a hundred thousand infantry; besides those who are 

charged with the care of the baggage, carriages, and provisions. 

Flattery finds no place; there is no division among us; our people have abundance 

of wealth; our horses are few and wretched.  We believe we have no equal in the 

abundance of riches and the number of people.  When we go out at ordinary times on 

horseback, our Majesty is preceded by a wooden cross, without decoration or gold or 

jewels, in order that we may always bear in mind the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Also a golden vase full of earth to remind us that our body must return to its original 

substance – the earth.  There is also a silver vase filled with gold borne before us, that all 

may understand we are the Lord of Lords.  Our magnificence abounds in all wealth, and 

surpasses that of India. 

The palace in which our sublimity dwells, is after the pattern of that which the 

holy Thomas erected for the king Gundoforo, and resembles it in its various offices, and 
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everything in other parts of the edifice.  The ceilings, pillars, and architraves are of rarest 

wood.  The roof of the same palace indeed is of ebony, lest by any means it might be 

destroyed by fire or otherwise.   At the extremities over the gables, are two golden apples 

in each of which are two carbuncles, that the gold may shine by day, and the carbuncles 

sparkle by night.  The larger palace gates of sardonyxes, inlaid with snakes’ horn, so that 

nothing poisonous may enter.  The others indeed are also of ebony.  The windows are of 

crystal.  The tables on which our courtiers eat are of gold and some of amethyst.  The 

standards supporting the tables are some of ebony and some of amethyst.  In front of the 

palace is the court in which our justice is accustomed to watch the combatants.  The 

pavement is of onyx, in order that by virtue of the stones the courage of the combatants 

may be increased.  In the aforesaid palace no light is used at night, but what is fed by 

balsam.  The chamber in which our sublimity reposes is marvelously decorated with gold 

and stones of every kind. 

At our table, thirty thousand men, besides occasional visitors are daily 

entertained; and all there partake of our bounty whether it be for horses or other expenses.  

The table made of the most precious emeralds is supported by four amethyst pillars; by 

virtue of which stone, no person sitting at the table can become inebriated. 

Every month we are served in rotation by seven kings, sixty-two dukes, and two 

hundred and sixty-five counts and marquises, besides those who are sent on various 

missions in our interest. 

Twelve archbishops sit on our right at table to meals every day, and twenty 

bishops on our left.  The Patriarch of St. Thomas, the Metropolitan of Samarcand, and the 
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Bishop of Susa, where our glory resides and our imperial palace is, each in his turn is 

ever present with us. 

If again thou askest how it is that the Creator of all having made us the most 

superpotential and most glorious over all mortals – does not give us a higher dignity or 

more excellent name than that of Priest (Prester), let not thy wisdom be surprised on this  

account, for this is the reason.  We have many ecclesiastics in our retinue of more 

dignified name and office in the Church, and of more considerable standing than ours in 

the divine service.  For our steward is a patriarch and king; our cup-bearer is an 

archbishop and king; our chamberlain is a bishop and a king; our archimandrite, that is 

chief pastor or master of the horse, is a king and abbot.  Whereof our highness has not 

seen it repugnant to call himself by the same name and to distinguish himself by the order 

of which our court is full.  And if we have chosen to be called by a lower name and 

inferior rank, it springs from humility.  If indeed you can number the stars of heaven and 

the sands of the sea, then you may calculate the extent of our dominion and power. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 

Letter from Prester John to the Emperor of Rome and the King of France  (1500)1 
 

Prester John, by the Grace of God most powerful king over all Christian kings, 

greetings to the Emperor of Rome and the King of France, our friends.  We wish you to 

learn about us, our position, the government of our land, and our people and beasts.  And 

since you say that our Greeks, or men of Grecian race, do not pray to God the way you do 

in your country, we let you know that we worship and believe in Father, Son, and the 

Holy Ghost, three persons in one Deity and one true God only.  We attest and inform you 

by our letter, sealed with our seal, of the condition and character of our land and men.  

And if you desire something that we can do for you, ask us, for we shall do it gladly.  In 

case you wish to come hither to our country, we shall make you on account of your good 

reputation our successors and we shall grant you vast lands, manors, and mansions. 

 Let it be known to you that we have the highest crown on earth as well as gold, 

silver, precious stones and strong fortresses, cities, towns, castles, and boroughs.  We 

have under our sway forty-two kings who are all mighty and good Christians.  And know 

that we maintain for the glory and love of Jesus Christ all the poor of our country, be they 

our men or foreigners. 

                                                 
1 Translation of this French pamphlet by Vsevolod Slessarev, and this manuscriptis archived  in 

the James Ford Bell Collection at the University of Minnesota.   To access a facsimile of the manuscript, 
see Slessarev, Vsevolod.  Prester John: The Letter and the Legend.  Minneapolis: The University of 
Minnesota Press, 1959, 66. 
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 Know also that we have promised and sworn in our good faith to conquer the 

Sepulcher of our Lord and the whole Promised Land. And if you wish and it pleases God, 

we shall have it; but may you too display the great and steadfast valor which is yours, 

since we were told of your true and loyal courage.  But there are other Frenchmen among 

you of your lineage and from your retinue who hold with the Saracens.  You confide to 

them and trust them that they should and will help you, but they are the false and 

treacherous Hospitalers.2  Know that we have killed them in our country as it should be 

done with those who turn against the faith. 

 Our land is divided into four parts, for there are so many Indias.  In Greater India 

lies the body of the Apostle Saint Thomas for whom our Lord has wrought more miracles 

than for the [other] saints who are in heaven.  And this India is toward the East, for it is 

near the deserted Babylon and also near the tower called Babel.  In another province 

toward the North there is a great abundance of bread, wine, meat, and everything 

necessary for the human body. 

 There are in our country elephants and other animals called dromedaries and also 

white horses and wild bulls of seven horns, white bears, and the strangest lions of red, 

green, black, and blue color.  We also have wild asses with two little horns, wild hares as 

big as sheep, and swift horses with two little horns who gallop faster than any wild 

animal.  You should also know that we have birds called griffins who can easily carry an 

ox or a horse into their nest to feed their young.  We have still another kind of birds who 

rule over all other fowl in the world.   They are of fiery color, their wings are as sharp as 

                                                 
2 Slessarev suggested that the 1500 pamphlet used a late 13th or early 14th century copy of the 

letter as the textual source, since the campaign byPhilip the Fair against the Knights Templar was waged 
between 1285 and 1314. 
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razors, and they are called Yllerion.3  In the whole world there are but two of them.  They 

live for sixty years, at the end of which they fly away to plunge into the sea.  But first 

they hatch two or three eggs for forty days till the young ones come out.  Then the old 

pair, father and mother, take off and go and drown themselves in the sea, as was said 

before.  And all the birds who meet them escort them until they are drowned.  And when 

this has happened, the companions return and they go to the fledglings and feed them till 

they grow up and can fly and provide for themselves.  Likewise, you should know that 

we have other birds called tigers who are so strong and bold that they lift and kill with 

ease an armored man together with his horse. 

 Know that in one province of our company is a wilderness and that there live 

horned men who have but one eye in front and three or four in back.  There are also 

women who look similar.  We have in our country still another kind of men who feed 

only on raw flesh of men and women and do not hesitate to die.  And when one of them 

passes away, be it their father or mother, they gobble him up without cooking him.  They 

hold that it is good and natural to eat human flesh and they do it for the redemption of 

their sins.  This nation is cursed and it is called Gog and Magog and there are more of 

them than of all other peoples.  With the coming of the Antichrist they will spread over 

the whole world, for they are his friends and allies.  This was the people that enclosed the 

King Alexander of Macedonia and put him into prison from which he escaped.  But God 

will send upon them lightning and scorching fire which will burn and disperse them along 

with the Antichrist, and in such a way they will be destroyed and routed.  None the less 

we take many of them with us into war, whenever we wish to wage one, and we give 

                                                 
3 Also spelled “allerion,” these mytical creatures were similar to eagles though lacking beak and 

wings.  Yllerions often found their way on medieval heraldry. 



 
 

259

them license and permission to eat our enemies, so that out of a thousand not a single one 

remains who is not devoured and consumed.  But later we send them home, because, if 

they were to stay with us longer, they would eat us all.  We have in our country also other 

men who have hoofed legs like horses and at the back of their heels they have four strong 

and sharp claws with which they can fight in such a way that no armor can withstand 

them; and yet they are good Christians and will willingly till their lands and ours and pay 

us a big tribute. 

 In another region of the wilderness we have a country that extends for forty-two 

days’ journey and it is called the Great Feminie.  Do not think that it is in the lands of the 

Saracens, for the one we are talking about is in our country.  In that land there are three 

queens and many other ladies who hold their lands from them.  And when these three 

queens wish to wage war, each of them leads with her one hundred thousand armed 

women, not counting those who drive the carts, horses, and elephants with the supplies 

and food.  And know that they fight bravely like men. No male can stay with them over 

nine days, during which he can carouse and amuse himself and make them conceive.  But 

he should not overstay, for in such a case he will die.  This land is encircled by a river 

called Cyson that flows from the terrestrial paradise and is so wide that nobody can cross 

it except in big boats or ships. 

 Know that between this land [and the river is a country] called Piconye which is 

small and extends only for ten days’ journey in length and seven in breadth.  Men are 

here as small as seven-year-old children and their horses are as small as sheep, and yet 

they are good Christians and willing workers.  Nobody wages war on them except the 

birds who come each year when they have to harvest and to gather grapes.  Then the king 
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of this country equips himself to the best of his ability against the said birds and they 

have a dreadful carnage.  Later, however, the birds return. 

 We have in our country bowmen who from the waist up are men, but whose lower 

part is that of a horse.  They carry in their hands bows and arrows and they can pull 

harder than any human being and they live on raw flesh.  Some of our courtiers capture 

them and keep them chained and people come to see this great marvel. 

 There are in our land also unicorns who have in front a single horn of which there 

are three kinds: green, black, and white.4  Sometimes they kill lions.  But a lion kills them 

in a very subtle way.  When a unicorn is tired it lies down by a tree.  The lion goes then 

behind it and when the unicorn wants to strike him with his horn, it dashes into the tree 

with such force that it cannot free itself.  Then the lion kills it. 

 In another region of the wilderness there are men who used to be sixty cubits tall 

but who are now only twenty, and they cannot leave the desert, since it would displease 

God, for once they were outside, they could easily vanquish everybody. 

 You should also know that in our country there is a bird called the phoenix which 

is the most beautiful in the world.  In the whole universe there is but one such bird.  It 

lives for a hundred years and then it rises toward the sky so close to the sun that its wings 

catch fire.  Then it descends into the nest and burns itself; and yet out of the ashes there 

grows a worm which at the end of a hundred days becomes again as beautiful a bird as it 

was ever before. 

                                                 
4 It is of some interest that the unicorns depicted in this account can be found in a variety of colors.  

In Western tradition the unicorn tends to be a white-colored creature, while the legendary Chinese Chi-lin 
is multi-hued.   See Elmer G. Suhr, “An Interpretation of the Unicorn,” Folklore 75:2 (Summer, 1964), 91-
109. See page 249P. 
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 In our land there is also an abundance of bread, wine, meat, and of everything that 

is good for the human body.  Know also that no venomous creature can enter certain parts 

of our country. 

 Between us and the Saracens there flows a river called Ydonis which comes from 

the terrestrial paradise and is full of precious stones.  It flows through or land mostly in 

small and big arms and many precious stones are found there, such as emeralds, sapphires, 

jaspe, calcedoines, rubies, carbuncles, “scabasses,” and many other precious stones which 

I have not mentioned; and of each we know its name and its magic power. 

 There is within our land an herb called permanent.  Whoever carries it with him 

can conjure the devil and question him as to who he is, where he is going, what he is 

doing on earth, and make him speak.  Because of this, the devil does not dare to stay in 

our land. 

 Know also that in our country there grows wild peppers amidst trees and serpents.  

When it becomes ripe, we send our people to gather it.  They put the woods on fire and 

everything burns, but when the fire has died out, they make great heaps of pepper and 

serpents and they put the pepper together and carry it later to a barn, wash it in two or 

three waters, and let it dry in the sun.  In this way it becomes black, hard, and biting. 

 Near this region there is a fountain and whoever drinks of its water three times on 

an empty stomach will have no sickness for thirty years; and when he has drunk of it, he 

will feel as if he has eaten the best meat and spices, for it is full of God’s grace.  A person 

who can bathe in this fountain, be he of a hundred or thousand years, will regain the age 

of thirty-two.  Know that we were born and blessed in the womb of our mother five 

hundred and sixty-two years ago and since then we have bathed in the fountain six times. 
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 Let it be known to you that the Sandy Sea5 originates in our country and that it 

has a swift surf and produces frightful waves.  Nobody can cross it, no matter how one 

tries, except us, for we let ourselves be carried by the griffins, as Alexander did when he 

was about to conquer the enchanted castle.  Not far from this sea there flows a river in 

which one finds many precious stones and herbs that are good for many medicines. 

 Between us and the Jews there runs a river full of precious stones and it descends 

so swiftly that nobody can cross it except on Saturday when it stands still; and whatever it 

encounters, it carries into the Sandy Sea.  We have to protect this crossing, for we have 

on this frontier forty-two castles which are the strangest and most beautiful in the world 

and many men to defend them, to wit ten thousand knights, six thousand crossbowmen 

and fifteen thousand archers, and forty thousand troopers who guard the aforesaid 

passages, so that, if the great King of Israel would come with his men, he could not get 

across with his Jews, who are twice as numerous as the Christians, but not as the 

Saracens, for they hold two thirds of the world.  Know that the great King of Israel has 

under him three hundred kings and four thousand princes, dukes, and counts, all of them 

Jews and obedient to him.  And if the Jews could cross this passage, all the Christians and 

Saracens would be lost.6 

 On each Saturday we let some eight hundred or thousand Jews come across for 

the purpose of trade.  They do not, however, enter our strongholds, but exchange the 

wares outside, because we do not trust them.  They buy exclusively with ingots of gold 

                                                 
5 This may be a reference to Chaucer, who noted the presence of  “the drye see” in Book of the 

Duchesse (II. 1024-29): “Go hoodles to the drye see / And come hoom by the Carrenare.”  See John 
Livingston Lowes, “The Dry Sea and the Carrenare,” Modern Philology 3(1) (Jun., 1905), 1-46. 

 
6 Considerable evidence survives related to the recurrent idea that the King of Israel was believed 

to be a superhuman being with a divine nature.  See Adela Yarbro Collins, “Mark and His Readers: The 
Son of God among Jews,” The Harvard Theological Review 92:4 (Oct., 1999), 393-408. 
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and silver, for they do not have real money.  After they have made their purchases, they 

return home.  Know also that we have forty-two castles which are not farther apart than a 

crossbow shot. 

 Let it be known to you, that one league from there we have a city called the Great 

Orionde which is the strongest and most beautiful in the world.  One of our kings guards 

it and he collects tribute from the great King of Israel, for he owes us every year two 

hundred horses loaded with precious stones, gold and silver, an addition to the expenses 

incurred in this city and in the aforesaid castles.  Know that when we make war on them, 

we kill all those who happen to be in our country and because of this they do not dare to 

stir, not attack us.  Notice that the Jewish women are the most beautiful and passionate in 

the world. 

 Know that near the Sandy River there is the Sandy Sea and nobody can cross it, 

except when a strong wind spreads close to the ground, then no one can enter it.  Yet a 

person should hurry to return, for if he tarries, he could remain in the sea.  And every 

piece of debris that comes out of it turns into precious stones; but they cannot be sold 

before we have seen them, and if we wish to have them, we can buy them at prices set by 

our merchants. 

 In another region of our land there is a mountain on which nobody can dwell 

because of its great heat.  Certain worms who cannot live save in fire sustain themselves 

there.  Near this mountain we keep constantly forty thousand men who maintain a great 

fire.  And when these worms sense the heat of fire and come out of the earth, they enter 

the flames and spin a thread similar to the one made by the silkworms.  Out of this thread 

we make garments for us and our ladies and we wear them at the great holidays of the 
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year.  Whenever we wish to wash them, we put them into the fire whence they come 

clean and fresh. 

 Know also that no Christian king has as many treasures as we do, because nobody 

can be poor in our country who wants to earn his living.  Remember also that St. Thomas 

performs more miracles than all the saints of paradise, for he preaches personally once a 

year in his church to everybody, and he also preaches in a palace, as you will hear. 

 Let it be known to you that in another region of our country there are strange men 

who have human bodies, but heads of dogs.7  It is impossible to understand their 

language, yet they are good fishermen, since they can enter the deepest sea and stay there 

for a day without emerging.  They catch as many fish as they desire, and they carry them 

back to their subterranean houses.   We, however, mark the place where they put them 

and take as many as we want.  These men bring woe on our wild beasts, for they eat them 

and they fight against the archers and battle them fiercely. 

 In our country there are also birds of a more hot-blooded nature than elsewhere.  

When the time of hatching comes, they lay twenty-one eggs at the bottom of a sea, and 

out of them come birds and they fly away.8  We catch many of them since they taste good 

when they are young.  And if a man’s or woman’s health is failing and they eat of these 

birds, their vigor returns to them and they become as strong as before, or even stronger. 

                                                 
7 The author refers here to cynocephalus, a mythical creature that remained part of popular lore 

among Europeans about distant lands until well into the sixteenth century.  Hartmann Schedel’s Nuremberg 
Chronicle (1493) is a contemporaneous document that offered readers detailed information about the 
supposed characteristics of cynocephali. 

 
8 This creature is suggestive of the legendary Halcyon, a bird in Greek mythology that may be 

associated with the kingfisher. It was believed that the halcyon nested on the sea, which it calmed in order 
to lay its eggs in a floating nest.  See Elaine Fanthom, “Ovid's Ceyx and Alcyone: The Metamorphosis of a 
Myth,” Phoenix 33:4 (Winter, 1979), 330-345. 
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 There grows in our country also the tree of life from which the holy oil is coming.   

This tree is completely dry and a serpent is guarding and watching it day and night, all 

the year round, except on St. John’s day, when it is fast asleep, and this is the time when 

we approach it.  During the whole year it yields but three pounds which gather drop by 

drop.  When we have come close to the holy oil, we take it and go back cautiously for 

fear that the serpent may pursue us.  This tree is only a day’s journey from the earthly 

paradise.  When the serpent awakens, it becomes angry and hisses so loudly that it can be 

heard a day’s march away.  It is three times as big as a horse and it has nine heads and a 

pair of wings.  And after we have crossed the sea, it turns around, while we proceed and 

take the holy oil to the Patriarch of St. Thomas and he consecrates it and anoints us 

Christians with it.  The rest we send to the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and he in turn sends it 

to the Pope of Rome who blesses it and adds to it olive oil and sends it to all Christians 

beyond the sea. 

 There are no thieves in our country, neither among our citizens, nor among the 

foreigners, for God and St. Thomas would have confounded them, while we would have 

put them to death. 

 Let it be known to you that we have swift horses which can carry a knight in full 

armor for three or four days without taking food. 

 And whenever we go to war, we have fourteen kings, clad in garments of gold 

and silver, carry in front of us fourteen ensigns adorned with sundry precious stones.  

Other kings who come behind carry richly decorated banners of silk. 

 Know that in front of us there march forty thousand clerics and an equal number 

of knights, the come two hundred thousand men on foot, not counting the wagons with 
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provisions or the elephants and camels which carry arms and ammunition.  And when we 

leave for war, we entrust our country to the Patriarch of St. Thomas. 

 Yet when we ride out in peace, we let a simple wooden cross be borne before us, 

so that we are reminded of Our Lord Jesus Christ.   Know that at the gates of each of our 

cities there are three crosses made of wood for people to worship the Holy Rood.9 

 Likewise when we ride out in peace we order a vessel full of earth to be carried as 

a sign that we are dust and unto dust we shall return; another vessel full of gold is borne 

to show that we are the most powerful and noble king. 

 Let it be known to you that nobody ion our land dares to commit the sin of 

lechery, for at once he would be burned, because the sacrament of marriage has been 

ordained by God; nor does anybody dare to lie in our country, for he would be hanged 

[immediately]. 

 You should know that each year we visit in the desert the body of St. Daniel, the 

prophet.10  On this occasion we take with us ten thousand clerics and an equal number of 

knights and two hundred towers built on the elephants which also protect us from the 

seven-headed dragons.  Know also that in this desert there are the finest dates that grow 

on trees and they are tasty, green and ripe as well in winter as in summer.  The desert 

stretches for eight and sixty days’ journey and there live two Patriarchs of St. Thomas 

who sit at the table in front of us, for they have the authority of the Pope of Rome.  We 

have also as many abbots as there are days in a year taken twice and added fifteen.  Each 

of them comes once during the year to chant at the altar of St. Thomas.  We also sing 

there on the annual feats days, and on account of this we are called Prester John, for we 
                                                 

9 The cross upon which Christ was crucified. 
 

10 Likely Daniel, the central charcater in the Book of Daniel, and not St. Daniel the Stylite. 
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are a priest because of sacrificing at the altar, and we are a king because we are just and 

upright. 

 Know that I had been blessed before I was born, for God has sent an angel to my 

father who told him to build a palace full of God’s grace and a chamber of paradise for 

the child to come, who was to be the greatest king on earth and to live for a long time.  

And whoever stays in the palace will never suffer hunger, thirst, or death.  When my 

father had woke up from his slumber, he was overly joyful and he began to build the 

palace which you will see. 

 First of all, its walls are of crystal, the ceiling above is of precious stones, and it is 

adorned with stars similar to those of the sky, and the floor is also of crystal.  There are 

no windows or doors inside this palace and inside it has twenty-four columns of gold and 

various precious stones.  We stay there during the big holidays of the year and in the 

midst of it St. Thomas preaches to the people.  And inside our palace there is [water] and 

the best wine on earth, and whoever drinks of it has no desire for worldly things, and 

nobody knows where the [water] goes or whence it comes. 

 There is still another great marvel in our palace, for no food is served in it except 

on a tray, grill, or trencher that hangs from a column, so that when we sit at a table and 

wish to eat, the food is placed before us by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 Know that all the scribes on earth could not report or describe the riches of our 

palace and our chapel.  Everything we have written to you is as true as there is God, and 

for nothing in the world would we lie, since God and St. Thomas would confound us and 

deprive us of our title. 
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 If you desire from us something that we can fulfill, do not hesitate to ask, for we 

shall do it gladly.  We beg you to keep in mind the holy pilgrimage, and may it take place 

soon, and may you be brave and of great courage, and pray, do not forget to put to death 

those treacherous Templars and pagans and, please, send us an answer with the envoys 

who brought the presents.   We entreat the King of France to greet from us all loyal 

Christians beyond the sea and to send us some valiant knight of noblest French blood.  

We pray to our Lord to keep you in the grace of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Written in our holy palace in the year five hundred and seven since our birth. 

 Here end the sundry tales of men, beasts, and birds in the land of Prester John. 

  


