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Witchcraft, Magic, and Popular Culture


in Medieval and Reformation Europe
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In the past twenty years, the study of witchcraft and magic in medieval and Reformation Europe has moved from the margins to the center of historical scholarship.  Europeans' belief in, and practice of, witchcraft and magic is now seen as an important key to the lives of men and women living in past centuries, whose presumptions about the natural and supernatural universe and about the quintessential nature of mankind were different from the secular and scientific world view of the twentieth century.  To most Americans, witchcraft and magic suggest a specific and isolated historical event in our history: the Salem witchcraft trials.  Yet the Salem witch hunt was merely a late-seventeenth century example of a pervasive witch-hunting craze that lasted for three centuries in Europe and ultimately caused the death of tens of thousands of people.

We are just beginning to appreciate the shape and substance of witchcraft and magical traditions in Europe.  Recent scholarship is changing and enriching standard interpretations about the general nature and course of medieval and early modern society. In this course, you will be reading recent scholarly monographs and primary source collections to analyze attitudes toward and the practice of witchcraft and magic in Europe and colonial America.  

REQUIRED READINGS:

1. Boyer, Paul, and Stephen Nissembaum, Salem Possessed:  The Social Origins of               Witchcraft (Harvard University Press, 1974)  ISBN: 9780674785267
2. Ginzburg, Carlo, The Night Battles (Penguin, 1983)  ISBN: 9780801843860
3. Huxley, Aldous, The Devils of Loudun (1986) ISBN: 9780061724916
OR, if unavailable, substitute the following:
Rapley, Robert, A Case of Witchcraft: The Trial of Urbain Grandier (1999, 
  
 McGill Queens University Press)  ISBN: 9780773517165
4. Kieckhefer, Richard, Magic in the Middle Ages (Cambridge, 1990)  
a. ISBN: 9780521785761


5. Klaits, Joseph, Servants of Satan:  The Age of the Witch Hunts (Indiana, 1995)       

a. ISBN: 9780253204226
6. Peters, Edward, and Alan Kors, eds., Witchcraft in Europe, 1100-1700 (University of       Pennsylvania, 1995)  ISBN: 9780812217513

The textbooks may be obtained online through a price comparison website such as www.AddAll.com.  Plan on purchasing your textbooks early and always be sure you are purchasing the correct edition of the book for this syllabus.

GRADING:
My evaluation of your performance will be based upon:

a.  Two book quizzes, worth 50 points each 

b.  Two document critiques (5-7 pages each), based on Malleus Maleficarum and witch trials in         Kors and Peters; 150 points each 

c.  Three book reviews (3-4 pages each); 100 points each

d.  Final Exam, 200 points

· The final exam, which is cumulative and largely essay in format, can be worked on throughout the course of study.  Please submit the entire test when completed. 

My grading will reflect a judgment both on the content as well as the grammatical style of the responses.  Points will be converted into percentages, with 90 = A, 80 = B, 70 = C, 60 = D, 59 and below = F.  Letter grades, including pluses and minuses, will be given according to the values listed in the WWU Bulletin.  History majors must earn a C to count the course for their majors.  Students registered under the pass/fail option must earn a C- or better to receive a “pass.”
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS:

ALWAYS make a copy of your work BEFORE submitting it.  If lessons are lost, it is far easier to resubmit a copy than to rewrite an entire assignment.  All assignments must be completed in order to receive credit for the course.  Under no circumstances may you submit all, or even most, lessons at one time.  All work must be submitted to the Western Online office.

Time Considerations (a message from the Western Online office)  -  Organize your time so that you spread the work out over 10 to 12 weeks, just like a regular academic quarter.  All assignments must be completed in order to receive credit for the course.  Treat your Self-paced course as the serious learning experience that it is.  True learning takes time:  time for reading, time for processing new information, time for reflection.  When students get into trouble in a Self-paced course it is most often when they try to rush through a large part of the work at the end of the quarter or right before their own deadline.


Remember that grading takes time and our instructors have other classes and students, other obligations.  Therefore, your instructor may not be able to grade assignments instantly, to accommodate your deadline.  Allow time for mailing to and from the Western Online office and also back and forth between our office and your instructor.

Holidays, Intersessions, and Summer Session - When the University is closed for scheduled holidays and between quarters, delay in return of assignments and examinations must be expected.  In addition, some faculty members are off campus during the summer months and delays may be unavoidable.  The Western Online office will inform students of instructor absences, but it is important for students not to wait until close to a deadline to submit work.

HELP WITH THE COURSE:
Your instructor welcomes questions and discussion.  Please feel free to call Dr. Eurich at (360) 650-3141 or e-mail her at <Amanda.Eurich@wwu.edu>.  You may check on her current office hours with the History Department at 650-3429.  If calling is not feasible, please attach a note to your assignment or write to her in care of the Western Online office.  If  Dr. Eurich is away from campus, the Western Online office can usually put you in touch with her.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:

Amanda Eurich has been teaching early modern European history at Western Washington University since 1986.  She received her B.A. from Portland State University and her M.A. and Ph.D. from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.  She has also taught history courses in conjunction with the American Heritage Association’s study abroad programs in Siena, Italy, and in Avignon and Angers, France.

She has published books and articles including The Economics of Power: The Finances of the House of Foix-Navarre-Albret During the Religious War, runner-up for the biennial book prize of Huguenot Society of America (1994).  She is currently working on a study of the relationship between Catholic and Huguenot communities in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century France.


PART I:  Classical and Medieval Legacy: The Conflict Between Pagan and


Christian Tradition 

ASSIGNMENT ONE

Read Kieckhefer, Magic in the Middle Ages, chapters 1-7.  Write half- to one-page essays on each of the following questions (10 points possible for each):

1.   Explain the contrast between early Christian and Greco-Roman definitions and prohibitions concerning magic.

2.   What classical traditions of magic continued to be practiced in the Middle Ages?  How were certain traditions accepted as legitimate Christian practice?

3.   Discuss the role of courtly magic and its relationship to the romance literature and aristocratic culture of the later Middle Ages.  How does Kieckhefer distinguish courtly magic from the broader traditions of popular or "common" magic he discusses in chapter 4?

4.   What events in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries transformed the practice of magic in the West?

5.   What is a magus and how did philosophical interest in Neoplatonism and humanism encourage the practice of “learned” magic during the Renaissance?

ASSIGNMENT TWO

Read the excerpts in the Kors and Peters document collection, Witchcraft in Europe, 1100-1700, that examine medieval responses to the threat of witchcraft and magic, pp. 58-105.  Write a three- to four-page essay on the following question:

How would you describe medieval ecclesiastical perceptions of the nature of witchcraft and the threat that is posed to "Christendom," based upon reading these passages from Gratian, Aquinas, et. al.?

As you work out your response to this question you might reflect on 1) the profession of the authors you are reading, 2) the circumstances in which the documents were written, 3) the intended audience, 4) the similarity and contrast between clerical perceptions of witchcraft and popular traditions described in Kieckhefer.

PART II:  The Creation of a New Tradition

ASSIGNMENT THREE  


Read Kieckhefer, Magic in the Middle Ages, chapters 7 and 8, Klaits, Servants of Satan, pp. 1-47, and Kors and Peters, eds., Witchcraft in Europe, 176-229.

Read the excerpt in the Kors and Peters document collection, Malleus Maleficarum, the infamous witch-hunting manual written under papal auspices by two Dominican inquisitors, Sprenger and Kramer, in 1486.  With careful reference to the text and your reading of Kieckhefer, write a five-to seven-page essay exploring how Sprenger and Kramer establish that women are the chief targets of Satanic recruitment.  How do Sprenger and Kramer create a gendered image of witchcraft based upon biblical and historical evidence as well as received ideas concerning female biology, behavior and psychology? What kinds of activities are implicated as witchcraft?  Are these activities largely those subscribed to women?  How do Sprenger and Kramer transform the image of the practitioner of magic as a male cleric or scholar to one that envisioned women as the primary practitioners of the "magick arts"?

PART III:  The Protestant and Catholic Reformations and the


Great European Witchcraze

ASSIGNMENT FOUR  

Looking at the Evidence from Witch Trials


Read Klaits, Servants of Satan, pp. 48-158.  Then carefully read the excerpts in Kors and Peters, Witchcraft in Europe, pp. 302-322.

Write a five- to seven-page essay analyzing the circumstances that produced accusations of witchcraft in three of the following cases described in Kors and Peters:

(1) Trier (1581-1593)

(2) Scotland (1591)

(3) Chelmsford (1566)

(4) Wurzburg (1629)

(5) Bamberg (1628)

(6) Suzanne Gaudry (1652)

As you read and decode these trial records, consider 1) the broader political, economic, or social context in which the accusations occurred, 2) the character and condition (estate) of the accused and his/her accusers (do they fit the classic stereotypes described by Klaits?), 3) the role of the inquisitor and the use of torture to solicit confessions, 4) the idiosyncrasies of each case.

ASSIGNMENT FIVE

Sexual Politics, Religious Reform and the State

Readings:  Klaits, 128-158 and Kors and Peters, pp. 345-367
Read Huxley's The Devils of Loudun, a fictionalized account of the infamous possession of a number of nuns in the Ursuline convent in the French city of Loudun.  Write a three- to four-page critique of Huxley's analysis of the trial and execution of Urbain Grandier, accused of possessing Sister Jeanne Marie des Anges and many of the nuns under her control.  How does Huxley's account demonstrate the mutual importance of religious reform and the politics of statebuilding in this singular witch panic? 

NOTE: If you are unable to obtain The Devils of Loudun, you may use A Case of Witchcraft: The Trial of Urbain Grandier by Robert Rapley as a substitute.  Contact Professor Eurich if you have questions on how to write your paper using the Rapley book.

ASSIGNMENT SIX

Folk Culture and the Roman Inquisition


Read Ginzburg, The Night Battles, and write half- to one-page responses to the following questions:

1.   Who were the benandanti and why did they come to the attention of the Roman Inquisition?

2.   How did the benandanti confirm certain stereotypes of witches and witchcraft in sixteenth-century Europe?

3.   How did they violate popular stereotypes?

4.   What does Ginzburg's story reveal about the way in which relations between education elites and rural masses contributed to the great European witchcraze?

5.   How were the benandanti transformed by the inquisition?  How does their transformation reveal the reformation with the Catholic Church in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?  

ASSIGNMENT SEVEN

Economic Voodoo and the Culture of Capitalism

Read Boyer and Nissembaum, Salem Possessed, and write a three- to four-page review of their analysis of the Salem witch trials.  

How does their analysis of the Salem crisis reveal the economic and social tensions which sometimes triggered accusations of witchcraft in rural communities?  Within the larger interpretative framework of the witch hunts, what is significant about the approach that Boyer and Nissembaum utilize and the final conclusions they draw about witch hunting?

FINAL EXAM (Take-Home)

Finish reading Klaits, Servants of Satan, pp. 159-176; Kors and Peters, eds., Witchcraft in Europe, pp. 311-377. Then reflect on all the reading that you have done for this course before you answer the following questions.    

Part I.  Short Answer Essay  (25 points each, 100 points total).  In roughly 1 to 1 1/2 pages for each, answer the following:

a.   Why were midwives, midwifery, and infanticides closely linked in witchcraft cases in early modern Europe?

b.   How would you explain the flurry of convent possessions in early modern Europe?  In what ways does the rite of exorcism demonstrate the authority of the Catholic Church?

c.   How did legal and institutional changes produce a judicial apparatus conducive to wide scale witch hunting in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?  Why were confessions elicited by torture considered acceptable evidence?  Spectral evidence? 

d.   What broad factors encouraged the decline in witch hunting and witch trials in late-seventeenth and eighteenth century Europe?

Part II.  Long Essay (100 points).  In five to seven pages, please answer the following, drawing pertinent examples from the reading that you have done for the entire course:

"The persecution of witches in early modern Europe was part of the efforts of authorities, secular and sacred, to impose a new model of moral, social and political conduct on the essentially pagan populace of the countryside in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries."  Comment. 

