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“When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty said, in rather a scornful tone, "it means just what I  choose it to mean -- neither more nor less."


"The question is,” said Alice, "whether you can make words mean so many different things."


"The question is," said Humpty Dumpty, "which is to be master -- that's all." 

from Through the Looking-Glass, by Lewis Carroll, 1896
ABOUT THE COURSE:

Welcome to English 270, Introduction to Language and Society.  In this course you’ll explore how language is used in various social contexts, and begin to challenge some of the assumptions you may have about language.  You should begin to see that languages are as diverse as the cultures and people that use them, and that variation is an essential element in human language.  You’ll be reading and doing written assignments to consider how and why certain judgments about language are made.  You’ll learn about language hierarchies, standard and non-standard dialects, and language rules.  You’ll look at how language influences and is influenced by politics, race, gender, economics, class and social identity.  You’ll address these issues largely by considering the English language as it is spoken around the world.  This is not a course in how to speak “better” or follow grammar rules more closely.  However, through this course you should learn more about why we have the rules we do, and what the social implications of these rules are.

By the end of the course you should better understand how and why you use the language you do, and better honor and respect language differences.  You’ll also, I hope, start to get more pleasure out of language, to better enjoy its diversity, complexity, and creativity.


Western Washington University students may want to know that English 270 is a Humanities GUR.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

· Goshgarian, Gary, ed.  Exploring Language, 10th edition (be sure you get the 10th edition; other editions will not have the same readings).  Longman Publishing.  ISBN:  9780321122216
· Bauer, Laurie, and Peter Trudgill, eds.  Language Myths.  Penguin.                 ISBN:  9780140260236

The textbooks may be obtained online through a price comparison website such as www.AddAll.com.  Plan on purchasing your textbooks early and always be sure you are purchasing the correct edition of the book for this syllabus.

OVERVIEW OF READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:

Before starting into the first lesson, you should carefully read through the whole course packet so you understand the types of reading and writing you’ll be doing.  Each lesson begins with several questions.  Read these questions carefully and think about them before, during, and after you do the reading – they will prepare your mind to reflect on the key controversies and ideas explored in the readings.  You do not have to write out answers to these preliminary questions, just think about them. 
Reading Assignments: 
You will have much challenging but interesting reading to do in this course.  Each lesson asks you to read pages from EL (Exploring Language) and LM (Language Myths).  Read each selection carefully, looking up words you don’t understand.  Take notes as you read, in your book and/or on paper; you might note questions you have, reactions (anger, agreement), sections that seem particularly important.  There’s a Web site for EL: http://wps.ablongman.com/long_goshgarian_el_10 .  Although there are no required assignments on the site, I recommend you visit the site frequently and read through some of the supplemental information, especially for those topics that interest or puzzle you. 

Writing Assignments:

You’ll be doing a variety of assignments in this course, in order to explore the variety of language issues.  Each lesson asks you to complete several different written assignments.  These written assignments ask you to explain the key issues from the reading, and then to apply these key issues to other texts and to your own experiences.  There is no set length for your answers.  Some assignments will naturally require more writing than others, depending on the question posed.
It is very important that you get feedback from me on the first assignment before proceeding to the next one, so that you know what I look for and get a feel for how I grade.  After that you may turn in two—but no more—assignments at a time.  You should pace your work in the course so you have adequate time to turn in all assignments before the end of your six-month period.  If you have other deadlines or are receiving financial aid, read carefully the section on rules and regulations earlier in this packet.
All assignments must be typed (or word-processed) and double-spaced. 

Abbreviations:

I use several abbreviations in the assignments.  They are:

EL
Exploring Language

LM
Language Myths

MC
“Making Connections” questions from EL

TC
“Thinking Critically” questions from EL

WA
“Writing Assignments” questions from EL

GRADING:


You’ll get one grade for each lesson, based on your performance on all the assignments in that lesson.  “A” lessons will be those that pay close attention to details, that answer questions specifically and clearly, that demonstrate an understanding of the key ideas in the readings, that ask pertinent questions about the reading, and that apply the ideas from the reading to other contexts.  If you get less than an A, I’ll explain why and give suggestions for ways to raise your grades in subsequent lessons.  Grades for the lessons are weighted as follows:


Lesson 1 - 8:
10% each 

Lesson 9:
20%


 To determine your final grade, I’ll add up your points from all assignments and allocate a course grade as follows:


A     =    93-100
C     =    73-76


A-    =    90-92

C-    =    70-72


B+   =     87-89
D+   =    67-69


B     =     83-86
D     =    63-66


B-    =    80-82

D-    =    60-62

C+   =    77-79

F      =    Below 60


Students taking the course pass/fail must have a cumulative total of 60 points (D-) in order to pass.

SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS:

You must submit all of your lessons to the Western Online office first, and they will forward them on to me. For all written lessons, you should copy and paste your assignment into the body of your email so I can comment on it (don’t worry about changes to the formatting). Several assignments offer you the possibility of doing a visual piece. If you do a visual, you can scan your work and send it as a JPG attachment. Other alternatives are copying your visual into a Word document and attaching it, or sending it to Western Online the old fashioned way through snail mail.


ALWAYS make a copy of your work BEFORE submitting it.  If lessons get lost, it is far easier to resubmit a copy than to rewrite an entire assignment.  All assignments must be completed in order to receive credit for the course.  Do not turn in more than two lessons at a time, unless we make special arrangements. 


Time considerations (a message from the Western Online office) –Organize your time so that you spread your work out over 10-12 weeks, just like a regular academic quarter.  Establish a calendar of due dates for yourself, then stick to it.  Treat your Self-paced course as the serious learning experience that it is.  True learning takes time: time for reading, time for processing new information, time for reflection.  When students get into trouble in a Self-paced course it is most often when they try to rush through a large part of the work at the end of the quarter or right before their own personal deadline.


Remember that grading takes time and our instructors have other classes and students, other obligations.  Therefore, your instructor may not be able to grade assignments instantly, even to accommodate a dire deadline.  Allow time for mailing to and from the Western Online office and also back and forth between our office and your instructor.


Holidays, Intersessions, and Summer Session – When the university is closed for scheduled holidays and between quarters, delay in return of assignments and examinations must be expected.  In addition, some faculty members are off campus during the summer months and delays may be unavoidable.  The Western Online office will inform students of instructor absences, but it is important for students to be proactive in submitting work when they have an important time limit.
HELP WITH THE COURSE:

I encourage you to contact me with questions and thoughts about the reading and writing assignments.  If you’re puzzled about an assignment or the text, or just want to talk about issues that arise in the reading, feel free to call me, e-mail me, or stop by my office (Humanities 339).  You can e-mail me at: pam.hardman@wwu.edu.  Or you can call me at my campus office, 360-650-7621, or the main English department office, 360-650-3209.  My office hours each quarter are available from the English department office.  Please feel free to stop by anytime during my office hours.  I’m also happy to talk with you at other times, but you should call or e-mail to make an appointment if you want to see me outside of regular office hours.

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:
Pam Hardman received her B.A. in English from Oberlin College, her M.A. in English from the University of Toronto, and is currently finishing her Ph.D. in English from Brown University.  She has been teaching in the Western Washington University English Department since 1993.  Professor Hardman teaches courses in 19th and 20th Century American Literature and Culture, Women’s Literature, Women’s Studies, Critical and Cultural Theory, and Beginning Linguistics. 

LESSON ONE

The Nature of Language

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
When we study human language, we are approaching what some might call the “human essence,” the distinctive qualities of mind that are, so far as we know, unique to man.

Noam Chomsky, Language and Mind

The capacity to learn language is deeply ingrained in us as a species, just as the capacity to walk, to grasp objects, to recognize faces.  We don’t find any serious differences in children growing up in congested urban slums, in isolated mountain villages, or in privileged suburban villas.



Dan Slobin, The Human Language Series 2
Every human being who speaks a language knows its grammar.  When linguists wish to describe a language, they attempt to describe the grammar of the language that exists in the minds of its speakers.  There will be some differences among speakers’ knowledge, but there must be shared knowledge, too.  The shared knowledge – the common parts of the grammar – makes it possible to communicate through language.  To the extent that the linguist’s description is a true model of the speakers’ linguistic capacity, it is a successful description of the grammar and of the language itself.  Such a model is called a descriptive grammar.  It does not tell you how you should speak; it describes your basic linguistic knowledge.  It explains how it is possible for you to speak and understand, and it tells you what you know about the sounds, words, phrases, and sentences of your language.



Robert Rodman, Nina Hyams, Victoria Fromkin, An Introduction to

 
Language

What do you know when you “know” a language?  How does human language differ from other communication systems?  What can human language do and not do that other communication systems can’t and can do?  What does it mean to have a “grammar”?  What are the relationships between written and spoken language?  Between sign languages and spoken languages?

The readings in this lesson will address these and other questions, asking you to think about the nature of human language.  All humans are born with the ability to speak and understand the most complex of languages, and most children by the age of four will have language abilities similar to most adults.  The following readings and assignments will have you addressing the key elements of human language, and responding to certain issues about the effects of language on human experience.

Reading:

EL: 
Langer, “Language and Thought” 

Fox, “Another Language for the Deaf”


Millward, “The Story of Writing”

LM: 
Milroy, “Bad Grammar Is Slovenly”

Bauer, “Some Languages Have No Grammar”

Written Assignments:

1.   
EL p. 31, TC 1

2.
a. EL p. 51, TC 1

b. EL p. 51, TC  4

3.
EL p. 54, TC 1

4. Describe at least three signs or symbols you commonly see.  What types of messages are sent by each sign/symbol?

LESSON TWO
Language Rules and Authority


That’s not a regular rule: you invented it just now.

Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
No language or variety of a language (called a dialect) is superior to any other in a linguistic sense.  Every grammar is equally complex, logical, and capable of producing an infinite set of sentences to express any thought.  If something can be expressed in one language or one dialect, it can be expressed in any other language or dialect….  No grammar, therefore no language, is either superior or inferior to any other.  Languages of technologically undeveloped cultures are not primitive or ill-formed in any way.

Robert Rodman, Victoria Fromkin, Nina Hyams, An Introduction to 
Language


The popular notion persists that every language consists of one “correct” dialect from which all other “inferior” or “substandard” dialects diverge.  This misconception has arisen from social stereotypes and biases.  It is not a linguistic fact.  It is important to realize that a person’s use of any particular dialect is not a reflection of his or her intelligence or judgment.  Linguistically speaking, no one dialect or language is better, more correct, or more logical than any other.  Rather, every language variety is a rule-governed system and an effective means of communication….
The standard dialect is the variety used by political leaders, the media, and speakers from higher socioeconomic classes.  It is also the variety taught in schools and to nonnative speakers in language classes.  Every language has at least one standard dialect, which serves as the primary means of communication across dialects….  Socially speaking, the standard dialect is the dialect of prestige and power.  However, the prestige of any speech variety is wholly dependent upon the prestige of the speakers who use it….

All dialects that are not perceived as varieties of the standard are called nonstandard.  It is important to understand that nonstandard does not mean “substandard” or “inferior,” although this is the perception held by many.  Just as standard dialects are associated with the language of the “powerful” and “prestigious,” nonstandard dialects are usually associated with the language of the lower socioeconomic classes.

Most nonstandard varieties are stigmatized in the wider community as illogical and unsystematic.  It is on this basis that many justify labeling nonstandard varieties as “bad” or “improper” ways of speaking, as opposed to standard varieties, which are said to be “good” or “proper.”  Again, it must be emphasized that such evaluations are linguistically unfounded.

OSU Department of Linguistics, Language Files
Who determines what is “right” and “wrong” in a language?  Who gets to determine what words mean? 
 How does your language use affect your position in society?  How do you choose what kind of language to use in different social situations?

The readings and assignments for this lesson will address these questions and more, exploring how and why certain language rules have been established, and how adherence to these rules affects your social role and status.  If you’ve ever been criticized for saying something the “wrong” way, or graded down in school for violating a grammar rule, then you’ve experienced these kinds of linguistic judgments.  The readings explore why these judgments are made, and ultimately challenge many of them, proposing that we open up our notions of “good” and “bad” language. 

Reading:

EL: 
Bryson, “Good English and Bad”

LM: 
Harlow, “Some Languages Are Just Not Good Enough”


Milroy, “Children Can’t Speak or Write Properly”


Trudgill, “The Meanings of Words … “


Algeo, “America Is Ruining the English Language”

Written Assignments:
1.
a. EL p. 580, TC 1

b. EL p. 580, TC 3

2. Explain in your own words what the differences are between standard English and nonstandard English.  Give examples of situations in which standard English is commonly used, and situations in which nonstandard English is commonly used.  If a person used standard English exclusively, how would that affect his/her life?  What if the person only used nonstandard English?  Think about what kinds of power, social mobility, and social respect the person may or may not have with standard and nonstandard usage.  What types of opportunities, communities, and forms of expression would be open or closed to the person?  You can use examples from your own experiences.

LESSON THREE
Dialects and Speech Communities
It is not the Black child’s language which is despised: It is his experience.

James Baldwin, 1979

No two speakers of a language speak exactly the same way; nor does any individual speaker speak the same way all the time.  Variation is a natural part of human language, and it is influenced by such factors as socioeconomic status, region, and ethnicity.

OSU Department of Linguistics, Language Files

A language is a dialect with an army and a navy.

Max Weinreich
Like individuals, different groups of people that speak the “same” language speak it differently.  Bostonians, New Yorkers, Blacks in Chicago, Whites in Denver, and Hispanics in Albuquerque all exhibit systematic variation in the way they speak English.  When there are systematic differences in the way different groups speak a language, we say that each group speaks a dialect of that language.  Dialects are mutually intelligible forms of a language that differ in systematic ways.  Every group, whether rich or poor, regardless of region or racial origin, speaks a dialect….  A dialect is not an inferior or degraded form of a language, and logically could not be so, since a language is a collection of dialects….

No dialect, however, is more expressive, more logical, more complex, or more regular than any other dialect or language.  Any judgments, therefore, as to the superiority or inferiority of a particular dialect or language are social judgments.

Robert Rodman, Victoria Fromkin, Nina Hyams, An Introduction to 
Language


Why do people in Georgia speak differently from people in New Jersey?  Why does a “southern accent” in the movies often suggest that the character is dumb or ditzy?  Do you have an accent?  How does your dialect affect your chances of success in the job market?  Do southerners speak slowly because they’re lazy?  Do some people say “ain’t” because they’re stupid?  What preconceptions do you make about a person based on the way he/she speaks?  Why is the issue of English as the official American language so controversial and heated?


You’ll explore these controversial questions in the readings and exercises that follow.  The linguistic truth is, every person of every language has a dialect, although you often don’t recognize your own dialect.  All dialects are equally complex, rule-governed, systematic, and logical.  However, often degrading and negative judgments are directed at some dialects; this criticism, though, reflects social assumptions about the people who speak the dialect. 


After you’ve read this lesson and completed the assignments, I hope you’ll gain a better appreciation for the range and complexity of all dialects, and a heightened respect for dialects and the people who speak them.

Reading:

EL: 
Rovira, “Let’s Not Say Adios to Bilingual Education”


Crawford, “A Nation Divided by One Language”

LM: 
Montgomery, “In the Appalachians They Speak Like Shakespeare”


Preston, “They Speak Really Bad English Down South and in New York City”


Roach, “Some Languages Are Spoken More Quickly Than Others”


Esling, “Everyone Has an Accent Except Me”


Wolfram, “Black Children Are Verbally Deprived”


Giles and Niedzielski, “Italian Is Beautiful, German Is Ugly”

Written Assignments:
1.
a. EL p. 569, TC 1

b. EL p. 569, TC 4

2. Make a list of words, pronunciations, and phrases that you consider to be unique to your own “dialect.”  Has anyone ever teased you, or commented upon things you say or how you say them?  How did you respond?  Where do you think these elements of your dialect originate?

3. Explain what the connections are between a person’s language and/or dialect, and that person’s ethnic identity and/or cultural background.  What would be lost if a person were forbidden to use his/her native language and/or dialect?  You can refer to your own experiences in this discussion if you want.

4. Choose a movie or TV show that features at least one character with a distinct non-standard dialect.  Briefly describe this dialect in terms of some key pronunciations, grammatical differences, word choice.  Then discuss briefly what this dialect contributes to the characterization of the person using it.  Do you think any gender, race, or class assumptions are reinforced or challenged through the use of dialect?  If so, which ones?

LESSON FOUR
Language and Discrimination
What do you think about legislation regulating “hate speech”?  How far should the First Amendment’s “Freedom of Speech” extend?  Should someone be punished for saying something that offends a person’s ethnicity?  Have you ever had language directed at you that offended and hurt you?  What are some alternatives to offensive terms and language?  Have you ever unintentionally offended someone by using a certain ethnic or gendered term?  How did you respond?  Did you try to change your speech after that?

The readings in this lesson have us considering the links between language use and discriminatory thinking such as racism, sexism, and homophobia.  Language in and of itself cannot be racist or sexist, but it can reflect the racist or sexist notions of people who use the language.  Some people may use offensive language deliberately, to offend an individual or a group, to assert their power over others, to cause friction.  Others, though, may use offensive terms unknowingly, and are willing to change hurtful speech once becoming aware of it.  You should reflect on your own feelings about this topic as you read the essays, and think about experiences you’ve had on both side of the “offending” line, as the speaker and as the object of the speech. 

Reading:

EL: 
Lawrence, “Regulating Racist Speech on Campuses”


Lakoff, “Hate Speech”


Naylor, “‘Nigger’: The Meaning of a Word”


Maggio, “Bias-Free Language”

Faderman, “Queer”

Written Assignments:
1.
EL p. 474, TC 3

2.
a.   EL p. 504, TC 4

b.   EL p. 505, TC 9

3. a.   EL p. 514, TC 1

b.   EL p. 515, TC 6

4.
EL p. 529, TC 3

5.
a.   EL p. 546, TC 1

b. EL p. 546, TC 4

LESSON FIVE
Language and Gender
Do women speak differently from men?  How is speech connected to gender roles?  What are some assumptions about gendered speech, and what do they reflect about social attitudes towards men and women?  Can these patterns be changed?

The extent to which language is influenced by gender is a controversial issue.  But if you’ve ever had communication problems with a member of the opposite sex, you’ve probably wondered about this.  These readings and assignments have you thinking about differences between men’s and women’s communication styles, possible reasons for these differences, and potential alternatives when the differences also become divisive.

Reading:

EL: 
Holmes, “Women Talk Too Much”


Tannen, “I’ll Explain It to You”


Gamble and Gamble, “Nonverbal Behavior”


Written Assignments:
1.
EL p. 246, TC 5

2.
a.   EL p. 267, TC 1


b.   EL p. 267, TC 5


c.   EL p. 267, TC 6

3.
EL p. 268, WA 6

LESSON SIX
Language and Politics
How is language manipulated for political purposes?  Can certain language cause us to think and behave in certain ways, even if we’re not aware that we’re being coerced?  How can we tell when politicians say one thing and mean another?  How can we figure out what they really mean?

The readings and assignments in this lesson, I hope, will make you more aware of politically manipulative speech, and will give you some tools and skills to use in analyzing such speech, understanding what the meanings and purposes really are behind such language. 

Reading:

EL: 
Institute for Propaganda Analysis, “How to Detect Propaganda”


Rank, “The Pep Talk”


Lutz, “Doubts About Doublespeak”

Written Assignments:
1.
EL p. 162, TC 6

2.
a.   EL p. 187, TC 1

b.   EL p. 187, TC 2

3.
EL p. 184, TC 3

4.
Choose ONE of the following passages, and analyze it according to the types of 
propaganda, “pep talk,” and doublespeak discussed in the readings.  Identify 
several examples of types of propaganda and doublespeak from the passage.  
Discuss how and why the speaker would use such propaganda and doublespeak; 
what real purposes might this language use serve?  What does it suggest about how 
the speaker wants to manipulate his audience?  What does he want his audience to

do and/or think, that he may not want to explicitly request?

(a) From a February 2004 speech by President George W. Bush:

An amendment to the Constitution is never to be undertaken lightly.  The amendment process has addressed many serious matters of national concern, and the preservation of marriage rises to this level of national importance. 

The union of a man and woman is the most enduring human institution, honored and encouraged in all cultures and by every religious faith.  Ages of experience have taught humanity that the commitment of a husband and wife to love and to serve one another promotes the welfare of children and the stability of society. 

Marriage cannot be severed from its cultural, religious and natural roots without weakening the good influence of society. 

Government, by recognizing and protecting marriage, serves the interests of all. 

Today, I call upon the Congress to promptly pass and to send to the states for ratification an amendment to our Constitution defining and protecting marriage as a union of a man and woman as husband and wife. 

The amendment should fully protect marriage, while leaving the state legislatures free to make their own choices in defining legal arrangements other than marriage. 

America's a free society which limits the role of government in the lives of our citizens.  This commitment of freedom, however, does not require the redefinition of one of our most basic social institutions. 

Our government should respect every person and protect the institution of marriage.  There is no contradiction between these responsibilities. 

We should also conduct this difficult debate in a matter worthy of our country, without bitterness or anger. 

In all that lies ahead, let us match strong convictions with kindness and good will and decency. 

Thank you very much. 

(b) From a February 2001 press release posted on the Enron Corporation Web site:

Enron Named Most Innovative for Sixth Year 

HOUSTON – Enron Corp. was named today the “Most Innovative Company in America” for the sixth consecutive year by Fortune magazine. 

“Our world-class employees and their commitment to innovative ideas continue to drive our success in today’s fast-paced business environment,” said Kenneth L. Lay, Enron chairman and CEO.  “We are proud to receive this accolade for a sixth year.  It reflects our corporate culture which is driven by smart employees who continually come up with new ways to grow our business.” 

Enron placed No.18 overall on Fortune’s list of the nation’s 535 “Most Admired Companies,” up from No. 36 last year.  Enron also ranked among the top five in “Quality of Management,” “Quality of Products/Services” and “Employee Talent.” 

Corporations are judged primarily from feedback contained in confidential questionnaires submitted by approximately 10,000 executives, directors and securities analysts who were asked to rate the companies by industry on eight attributes. 

Enron is one of the world’s leading electricity, natural gas, and communications companies.  The company, with revenues of $101 billion in 2000, markets electricity and natural gas, delivers physical commodities and financial and risk management services to customers around the world, and has developed an intelligent network platform to facilitate online business.  Fortune magazine has named Enron “America’s Most Innovative Company” for six consecutive years.  Enron’s Internet address is www.enron.com.  The stock is traded under the ticker symbol “ENE.”

LESSON SEVEN

Language and the Media
How does long-range exposure to TV and movies affect people’s language?  How have technological media changed the ways people speak?  The ways people think?


Average Americans will watch thousands of hours of TV in their lifetimes.  In addition to TV, they are almost constantly exposed to other mass media such as the Internet, print media, billboards, advertisements, movies.  This exposure has significant effects on the language we use and the ways we respond to others, and consequently to the ways we understand and respond to life and our culture.  The media will influence everyone’s language and understanding of the world.  These readings and assignments all explore how these effects work, and how we can prepare ourselves with awareness and knowledge to respond intelligently to such effects.




Reading:

EL: 
Tannen, “Taking TV’s ‘War of Words’ Too Literally”


Shachtman, “The Entertained Culture”


Postman and Powers, “TV News”

LM:
Aitchison, “The Media Are Ruining English”


Chambers, “TV Makes People Sound the Same”

Written Assignments:
1.
a.   EL p. 368, TC 1


b.   EL p. 368, TC 5

2.
a.   EL p. 381, TC 1

b. EL p. 381, TC 4

3.
a.   EL p. 389, TC 2

b.   EL p. 389, TC 4

LESSON EIGHT
Language and Advertising
How does advertising get its power?  How does advertising language manage to convey information about a product and instill desire for the product at the same time? 


The United States is an advertisement-saturated culture.  Ads tell us what we should desire and what our identities should be.  Many ads, in print and on TV, work as miniature stories or movies scripting ideal actions and images.  Although ads today rely heavily on visuals to convey their complex messages, language plays a key role too in manipulating audiences to think and want certain products.  The manipulative power of advertising language rivals that of poetry often.  These readings and assignments have you analyzing advertising language, looking closely at how it achieves its manipulative ends.  I hope after completing this lesson you’ll look at ads differently, better able to understand how they’re working, and better able to withstand their coercions. 

Reading:

EL: 
Lutz, “With These Words …”

Lewis, “Language Abuse”


Silberstein, “Selling America”

Written Assignments:
1.
EL p. 426, TC 2

2. EL p. 442, MC 4

3. Select any five of Lutz’s “doublespeak” examples on pp. 404-05, and explain what each phrase “really” says.

4. Find an advertisement from a magazine, a newspaper, the Internet, or TV.  If you use a TV ad, you need to record the ad so you can get a complete and accurate transcription of the language used.  You should choose an ad that has a lot of text in it, since you’ll be working with the language more than with visuals.  Identify any examples of Lewis’s “language abuses,” Lutz’s “weasel words” and “doublespeak,” and Silberstein’s ambiguities.  Discuss the effects of these words; what do they seem to promise, and what’s the real meaning?  How do they help the advertiser sell the product?

LESSON NINE
Final Assignments
The following assignments ask you to pull together many of the issues you’ve explored in the previous eight lessons, and apply them to different contexts.  Complete Parts A and B (follow instructions carefully since you have choices in both).  In writing both A and B, you can use a different voice and style from the traditional academic style if you want.  For instance, you could write your paper in the form of a letter to the editor, or in a non-standard dialect.  If you do choose an alternative voice and style, briefly explain your choice.  Please type and double-space these assignments.

A.

The following statements reflect assumptions often held about language.  Choose any two, and explain the extent to which you agree and disagree with the statement.  You need to use evidence from at least two of the assigned readings to support your positions about each statement.  Each explanation should be about two pages or longer.

1. Writing is more perfect than speech.

2. Women speak better than men.  (Or, Men speak better than women.)

3. People who say “nobody ain’t done nothing” can’t think logically.

4. You can always recognize African-Americans by the way they talk.

5. International relations would get better if everyone spoke the same language.

6. Ungrammatical, bad English ought to be avoided by educated speakers of English.

7. The President of the United States should only use correct, good English.

8. English should be the only official language in America since it’s what most Americans have always spoken.

9. Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me.

B.

Choose one of the following writing assignments from EL and write a 4-6 page paper in response. In your paper, use evidence from at least two of the essays in EL to support your points. 

1. P. 390, MC 1

2. P. 599, MC 1

3. P. 599, MC 2

4. P. 525-26, MC 4

5. P. 274, MC 6

6. P. 305-06, MC 3

